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Bitter Harvest: The War on Drugs Meets the War on Terror
[bookmark: _GoBack]Terrorism is perhaps one of the biggest threats to the human race, besides calamities and diseases. Due to the devastating war, the collapse of the Central Asian economies most unemployed Afghans citizens has resulted in the use of plant opium to sustain their families. However, the economy of Afghanistan is dominated by smugglers, i.e. the northern alliances and Taliban enemies, who turn raw opium into heroine making huge profits ranging from $50 billion on street sales. The business of heroin with the unswerving war on terror, with time, has deviated into means of funding terrorist groups.
The Golden Crescent (a mountainous area of Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan) and the Golden Triangle (mountainous are of Burma (Myanmar), Thailand and Laos) are the centres of heroin production. These centres are well protected by the resistant groups and communist governments of Venezuela, Cuba, Bolivia and Nicaragua, and by the Islamic government of Iran.
The Taliban have annual revenues ranging somewhere between 500 million and 2 billion dollars. With the help of Pakistan and the Arabs of the Persian Gulf, the Taliban’s have succeeded in controlling most of Afghanistan since 1996 until their government was overturned by the Americans in 2001 during the Afghanistan war. However, heroin trafficking is still active, where the Ancient Silk Road is major trade channel to Europe.
Americans and the Indians support the opponents of Taliban in Afghanistan; this has led to complications since the Russians, who supported the Americans against the Taliban in the past, perceive the Taliban in a more advantageous way. The Russians are unpleased with their traditional associate India, associating with the United States, but neither can Russia support India against China, because Russia and China are allies at the moment. 
The Russians have now cooperated with the Taliban businesses, in order to prevent the rise of ISIS in Afghanistan; the approach towards the Taliban has more to do with the improvement in the Russian-Pakistan relations hence comforting anti-American terrorist groups in generating funds from heroin production.
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